
Shellfishing  in  Brewster




Provide  opportuni6es  for  commercial  aquaculture  


• Commercial	
  aquaculture	
  is	
  a	
  growing	
  industry	
  in	
  the	
  region.	
  As	
  of	
  
2016	
  there	
  were	
  249	
  licensed	
  shellfish	
  growers	
  opera@ng	
  on	
  Cape	
  
Cod	
  cul@va@ng	
  628.8	
  acres,	
  primarily	
  for	
  oysters	
  and	
  quahogs.	
  
•  The	
  Town	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  upda@ng	
  regula@ons	
  governing	
  
commercial	
  shellfish	
  aquaculture	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  aquaculture	
  is	
  
allowed	
  in	
  a	
  manner	
  that	
  protects	
  fragile	
  resources	
  and	
  avoid	
  
conflicts	
  with	
  other	
  coastal	
  ac@vi@es.	
  



Commercial  Shellfishing  Ac6vi6es  in  Brewster


•  33	
  Commercial	
  Shellfish	
  License	
  Holders	
  
•  9	
  Shellfish	
  Aquaculture	
  Grants	
  
•  19	
  Razor	
  Clam	
  Endorsements	
  





Shellfish  Aquaculture


•  9	
  Grants	
  of	
  varying	
  size	
  –	
  leasing	
  9.5	
  total	
  acres	
  from	
  the	
  Town	
  for	
  
$25/acre	
  per	
  year	
  
•  2013-­‐2018	
  Commercial	
  Oyster	
  Landings	
  (	
  amounts	
  in	
  pieces)	
  
•  2013	
  –	
  199,880	
  
•  2014	
  –	
  276,089	
  
•  2015	
  –	
  444,962	
  
•  2016	
  –	
  358,980	
  
•  2017	
  –	
  410,250	
  
•  2018	
  –	
  420,732	
  



Mants  Landing  Shellfish  Grants




Breakwater  Landing  Shellfish  Grants




Ellis  Landing  Shellfish  Grants




Razor  Clams  

•  Razor	
  clams	
  have	
  not	
  been	
  a	
  commercially	
  harvested	
  species	
  in	
  Brewster.	
  	
  

•  At	
  the	
  request	
  of	
  local	
  commercial	
  fishermen,	
  the	
  Town	
  launched	
  a	
  
Commercial	
  Razor	
  Clam	
  Harvest	
  Pilot	
  Project	
  in	
  2018	
  to	
  determine	
  
whether	
  a	
  regular	
  commercial	
  harvest	
  can	
  be	
  sustained	
  without	
  undue	
  
stress	
  on	
  the	
  resource	
  and,	
  if	
  so,	
  how	
  such	
  the	
  fishery	
  should	
  be	
  managed.	
  	
  
•  The	
  ini@al	
  pilot	
  involved	
  11	
  licenses	
  to	
  Brewster	
  commercial	
  harvesters.	
  
Harves@ng	
  began	
  in	
  April	
  and	
  concluded	
  in	
  September,	
  and	
  provided	
  only	
  a	
  
few	
  months	
  of	
  data.	
  A	
  second	
  year	
  Pilot	
  is	
  underway,	
  running	
  from	
  April	
  
through	
  December,	
  to	
  generate	
  a	
  full	
  year	
  of	
  harvest	
  data.	
  	
  Based	
  on	
  the	
  
data,	
  decisions	
  about	
  future	
  licensing	
  of	
  this	
  fishery	
  will	
  be	
  determined.	
  
•  The	
  2nd	
  year	
  pilot	
  program	
  has	
  15	
  adult	
  harvesters	
  and	
  4	
  student	
  
harvesters	
  



Razor  Clam  study

• Brewster	
  DNR	
  has	
  collaborated	
  with	
  the	
  Marine	
  Division	
  from	
  
Barnstable	
  County	
  Coopera@ve	
  Extension	
  
•  Study	
  is	
  looking	
  at:	
  
•  Impact	
  of	
  sal@ng	
  on	
  sub-­‐legal	
  razor	
  clams	
  (less	
  than	
  5”)	
  
•  Impact	
  of	
  sal@ng	
  on	
  legal	
  (5”	
  or	
  greater)	
  
•  Size	
  range	
  	
  
•  Salt	
  concentra@on	
  used	
  by	
  harvesters	
  
•  Salt	
  damage	
  on	
  gills	
  of	
  razor	
  clams	
  
•  Measuring	
  the	
  salt	
  in	
  the	
  holes	
  (depth	
  it	
  travels,	
  @me	
  to	
  dissipate)	
  



Razor  Clam  Study




Razor  Clam  Study




Recrea6onal  Shellfishing




Recrea6onal  harves6ng  is  allowed:    


•  In	
  July	
  and	
  August	
  the	
  Town	
  only	
  allows	
  shellfishing	
  on	
  Thursdays	
  and	
  
Sundays,	
  and	
  stock	
  an	
  area	
  off	
  Saints	
  Landing	
  with	
  quahogs.	
  	
  
•  In	
  the	
  fall	
  (Sundays	
  in	
  October/November)	
  the	
  Town	
  stocks	
  an	
  area	
  
for	
  oyster	
  harvest	
  off	
  Ellis	
  Landing	
  or	
  Mants	
  Landing.	
  These	
  seasonal	
  
programs	
  are	
  extremely	
  popular	
  with	
  permit	
  holding	
  town	
  residents	
  
and	
  visitors.	
  
•  From	
  June	
  1	
  through	
  September	
  30,	
  recrea@onal	
  fishing	
  area	
  is	
  closed	
  
east	
  of	
  Ellis	
  Landing	
  in	
  the	
  summer,	
  and	
  is	
  being	
  opened	
  for	
  limited	
  
commercial	
  harves@ng	
  of	
  razor	
  clams	
  under	
  the	
  pilot	
  program.	
  	
  





Recrea6onal  harves6ng


•  The	
  taking	
  of	
  shellfish	
  from	
  the	
  rock	
  piles	
  seedbeds	
  directly	
  off	
  of	
  Ellis	
  
Landing	
  and	
  Ocean	
  Edge	
  is	
  prohibited	
  throughout	
  the	
  year.	
  	
  
•  Spring	
  propaga@on	
  events	
  include	
  an	
  eight-­‐day	
  lifleneck	
  season	
  off	
  
Ellis	
  Landing.	
  This	
  is	
  repeated	
  in	
  late	
  September.	
  	
  
•  The	
  immediate	
  areas	
  of	
  Paine's	
  Creek,	
  Quivef	
  Creek,	
  Namskaket	
  
Creek	
  are	
  closed	
  to	
  the	
  taking	
  of	
  shellfish	
  due	
  to	
  contamina@on.	
  	
  









Ques6ons  ?



